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Marry. iii. 8, 9. 


Bring forth _—_ fruits meet for re- 
entance. 
And tbink not to ſay within your ſelves, 
We bave Abrabam to our Father; for 
T ſay unto you, that-God is able of theſe 
—_ to raiſe up children unto Abra- 
an 


Jele words were ——_ te 
the Phariſees and Sadduces, 
at who were the great Zealots 
7 of the Jewiſh Church; eſpe- 
SR cally the Pharilces, whom 
' Saint Paul calls wig inet 
mw, the moſt Rrair Sect a- 
mongſt che Jews, AS. 26.5. Which knew me 
from the 'beginning(if they would reſtifie)char 
after the maſt rair Se of our Religion; 1 liv- 
cd a Phartſce. Theſe were zealous and ur 
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_ .. cymcilion, and all ather Rites and Ceremo- 


nies inſtituted of God by Moſes © under which 
for a time, were contained the Myſteries of 
rrue Religion and Godlineſs; Heb. 9g. 9, io. 
which wasa ftgure for the time then preſent,in 
which were offered both gifts and-ſacrifices for 
fin ; which could not make him thac did that 
ſervice perfe&,as pertaining to theConſcience: 
Which ſtood in meats and drinks, and divers 
waſhings and carnal Ordinances ; impoſed on 
them only until the time of Reformation. In 
which Inſtitutions conſiſted: the external Pro- 
feflion and Form of true Religion, and outr- 
ward Communion with the viſible Charch, 
until che coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh : buc 
by a blind zeal for the Form, withourthePower 
of Godlinefs, the Phariſees and Sadducees 
thonghe themſelves ' privileged againſt the 
wrath menaced by the Baptiſt ; which con« 
tained a Prophecy of the deſtrution of Feru- 
ſalem, and other great calamities then ap- 
proaching to the Jews under Titus and Veſpa- 
tian,andalſothe terrour ofeternaFpuniſhmene 
1 the damnation of Hell. The multicude came 
and were-baptized of him inFordan,confeſling 
their ſins : bus theſe righteous in their own 
LET _ eyes 
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his Baptiſm out of a vain curfoſicy co fee and 
cenſure; deriding rather than believing thar 
wrath they were warned to flee from ; reafon- 
ing (as is evident from the Bap-ift's words in 
the Text,) Weare zealousof the Law of Cir- 
cumctlion, and all things enjoyned us of God 
by Moſes, and have Abraham to cur Father : 
Tuſh, God cannot deſtroy.us, being righte- 
ous;nor according to the Oath which he fware 
to Abraham and his Seed torever:bur with Ixi- 


01 in theFable,they cmbraced a Cloud inſtead 


of Juno; whilſt they thoughe they had found 
the cleareſt and the brighteſt rruth, it proved 
but a Cloud of palpable errour and darknefs. 
For the Baptift accuſes their Righteouſneſs of 
inſufficiency, admonithes them ro-repenr, and 
upbraids their vain oftentation, and fruitlcſ; 
boaſting of ſucceſſion from Abraham; from 
whole faith and vertue they were fo far dege- 
nerated,as they were more like a brood of Vi- 
pers than his Children. They had proceed- 
ed all this while upon a falſe Hypotheſis, abour 
rhat Righteouſneſs, wherein conſiſted the 
power and ſubſtance of true Religion. and 
Godlineſs; and-upon which the Covenant of 
God in Chriſt was confirmed to {brabam,four 
7-4 AS: hun- 
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hundred and thirty years before the giving of 

' the Law by Moſes, Gel. 3. 15, 16. Sothar 
nnleſs they. would now upon means of better 
4nformation, recant their errours, and recall 
their miſtakes, and reform their manners; 
which is indecd to repent ; they could not ſe- 
cure themſelves from bing involved in the 
common Miſeries, then approaching their 
Land and Countrey, under Titzs and Veſpati- 
an; or for ever eſcape the damnation of Hell. 
For the Promiſe that he ſhould be Heir of che 
world, was not to Abrahamor tohisſced through 
the law,but through the righteouſneſs of faith. 
| Rom. 4. 13. Religion isnota Complement, 
 butareal thing; andrhat righteouſnels where- 
by we are righteous in the fight of God, is 
not external abedienceof the body co infticut- | 

ed Righteouſneſs, or poſitive Laws ; but in- 
ternal obedience of the heart, to the Law of 
Moral goodneſfs,and the Dictates of rightRea- 
ſon engraven upon the conſcience of every 
man; Roy, 2. 14. Explained and made more 
evident by the ſeveral Revelations of God, who 
at ſundry rimes; and in divers manners, ſpake 
in times paſt ro the Fathers by the Prophets ; 
and in theſe laſt days unto us by his Son, Heb. 
{. 1. - The former, whichis our righteauſneſs 
oO 


«c C7). 
in che ſight of men, and but the ſhadow and 
carcale of Religion ; iscalled a righteouſneſs 
_ of ourown, which ts according «co th2 Law, Phil, 
3-9. As being the performance of che letter 
of the Law, by the att and: operacion of the 
body, through mere natural verrue, which is 
ovur-own. But the latter, which is our righte- 
ouſne(s in the fight of God; is called in the 
fame Texr, The vighreouſacſe which is of God 
by faith in Jeſus Chriſt :: Of which words [ 
think my ſelf obliged to give a diſtint and 
Full account {and that according tothe de- 
monſtration .of truth to. my own Conſcience 
m thei(ighr of 'God;; ) :they being rhe dice&t> 
ens cf:ourpreſent lie, to-a futare happineſs ; 
which makes an errour dangerous, and truth 
tobe valued jn opening them : tlien | muſt 
give ſolution to. thele three Particulars; 1. In. 
what {ence called the righteouſneſs of Faith. 
2. Of God. 3. Of Godbyaich in Jeſus Chriſt: 
x. It ts called' the righteouſneſs of Faith in a 
double refpect :- 1. As being the moſt proper 
object of our Belief, fo to conceive of God; 
as-is moſt agreeable to-natural notice, and ſa- 
pernatural Revelation... 2. As being: the only 
Principle to the praQiice of all the |uties and' 
'Obligationsof. the \Vill of. God. fo:revealed ;. 
| Baich, | 


& 


_- 4 ES _ 
7 - wy & 19" L "6 » __ - >z TY th » q þ 
« pt L 
. ) 


Faith being the firſt Principle of all Religion, 
both natural and revealed ; Heb: 11. 6. He 
that comes to God mult believe that he is, and 
that he is the rewarder of them that diligently 
ſcek him. 2.. It is called the righteonſne(s of 
God, 1. As being the Copy or [mage of that 
righteouſneſs, which God is. in himſelf; of 
which God himſelf is the Original and Perfe- - 
Cion. 2. As being that righteouſneſs which 
God only approves, and will reward : Rom. 
2. 28. Heis not a Jew, which is one ontward- 
ly ; nor is Circumcifion that which is outward 
in the fleſh, bue that which 1s inward in the 
heart; whoſe praiſe is not of Men, but of 
God. 3. It is called the Righteouſneſs of God 
by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt : r. As to the perfor- 
mance of which, weare afliſted by the grace 
of God, obtained by faith in Jeſus Chriſt (in 
whoſe Name, whatſoever we ask, believing, 
we ſhall receive) and the grace of the new 
Covenant conſiſts in theſe three things; r. To 
encline our wills co accept- the conditions. 
2. Upon our acceptance, to afliſt our weaks 
| neſs. 3. To accept our fincerity through ma- 
ny defets and imperfeQions : the integrity of - 
our Wills will fo far commute for the deed, 
| that is, for the perfeGion of obedience to 
Bs | the 
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that Law of Moral Righteouſneſs i ina State of 
Grace; as whatever pollutions or defilements 
we may have contracted through the fraud of 
the Devil, the frailty of the Fleſh, or tempra- 
tions of the World. So long as our Converſe 
wich bodily Objects, have not alcogether ſunk 
down our ſouls into a victous love of them, 
which 1s the dregs and feculency of fin and 
folly; God-will accept us upon a ſincere re- 
pentance, through the Merit and Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Holy Jeſus: the redundancy of 
whoſe righteouſneſs 1s to ſupply the defeRs of 
_ a ſincere repentance. 2. As being that righ- 
teouſnes, in the purſuance of which in trach, 
though we cannot in perfection, we can otly | 
have confidence of acceptance with God, 
chrough- Jeſus Chriſt : though we cannot be 
golden Scepters, we muſt be broken Reeds; 
though not burning and ſhining Lights, we 
muſt Se ſmoaking Flaxes in his ſight; who 
will not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench 
the ſmoaking flax, until judgmene be brought 
forth unto vidory. And this 1s that righte- 
ouſne(s of Faith, wherein confiſts the power 
and ſubſtance of true Religion and Godli- 
neſs; upon which, as the condition, - the Co- 
yenant of our reconciliation and happineſs, 
was 
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was confirmed of God in Chriſt to Abraham, 
\ ſorall Generations; who received the fignof 
Circumciſion, bur as the Seal of the righte- 
ouſneſs of Faith, (which tis the condition of 
the Covenant) which he had yer being uncir- 
cumciſed, that he might be the Father of all 
that believe; chat Tighteoulneſs mighe be im- 
puted to them affo, though they were nor cir- 
cumciſed, Row. q.it. So that God was in 
no need of Abraham's Children according to 
- the fleſh; but could, without breach of Pro- 
miſe ro him (upon their Apoſtacy and Dege- 
neracy from his faith and righteouſnefs) de- 
troy them all; and out of the obdurate Gen- 
tile world, or the very ftones, ratle up a Peo- 
ple co him(elf, followers of the faith of Abra- 
bam; to whom, as ſuch, the Promiſe in Chrift 
did as truly belong, as to the proudeft Phari- 
fee or Sadducee of them all. Circumciſion 
was but the ſign of the Covenant, not obe- 
 diencets it; bur che profeſſion of Religion, 
| not the praftice of it - and for them only co 
profeſs and expet the reward, was as preyo- 
ſerous, as if a Servant ſhould demand wages 
of his Mafter for weariog of his Livery, and 
nepleGing of his Work. The faith and righ- 
 eoufnels' of A&brabepys was example for their 
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vertue, not expiation of their fin; and rh 
might as reaſonably have expetted to have liv- 
ed naturally, by vertue of what Abraham had 
eat and drank, without cating and drinking 
for themſelves, as to live eternally by vertue 
of that particular at&t of believing, whereby 
Abrabam wrought the works of God, which 
was counted to him for righteouſneſs; unleſs 
by the ſame Spirit of Faith, they ſhould work 
the works of Abraham and of Cod, and there- 
by work out their own Salvation with fear and 
trembling : for Abrahams righteouſneſs de- 
rermined in himſelf, he could thereby but de- 
liver his own ſonal; for God reſpeQs no man 
for the goodneſs of another, but every manin 
the circumſtance of his own integrity : If the 
Stones, the obdurate Gentiles, the Wild O- 
lives grafted in, will believe and repent, and 
do the works of Abraham upon the hearing 
of the Goſpel ; they ſhall be the Children of 
Abrabam, and Heirsaccording to the Promiſe : 
and if the Jews, the Natural Branches, conti- 
nue in their Hardneſs and Unbelief, ic ſhall be 
no privilege to them, that they are the Of- 
ſpring of Abrabem according to the fleſh : 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repeu- 
tarce : And think not to ſay. within your 
| B 2 _— 
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felves, we bave Abraham to our Father; for . 
I ſay unto you, that God 1s able of theſe flones 
to raiſe up children unto Abraham. 

The Words thus opened, principally wnply 
two Particulars, by way of Motive to- Repen- 
tance : 1. The Univerſality of the purpoſe of 
the Grace of God in the Redemption of the 
world by Jeſus Chiiſt ; the moſt proper Mo- 
tive to Repenrance againſt Deſpair. 2. The 

_ Impartiality of God's Juſtice, in diftributing 
Rewards and Puniſhmentcs without reſpe& of 
perſons; (And think not to ſay within your 
ſelves, we bave Abraham to our Father) the 
molt proper Motive to Repentance againſt 
carnal (ſecurity and preſumption. God is 
impartially good that none may deſpair , 
and impartially juſt that none may pre- 
fume. r. Godis imparrially good:: Fhough 
the Jews were [[raelites, ro whom appertain- 
ed the Adoption, and:the Glory, and the Co- 
venant, and the giving of the Law, and the 
Promiſes; whoſe were the Fathers, and of 
whom, as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, 
who is God bleſſed for ever, Rome. 9.4. And 

. to-whom were committed the Oracles of God, 
Rom. 3. 2. God had not therefore caſt off 
all.care or concern for other Nations; though 
; he- 
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he had left chem for ſome time, to walk in 
their own ways, without the direQion of in- 
ftituted Righteouſneſs, or poſirive Laws; yer 
he did not leave himſelf without Witneſs, in 
that he did them good, and gave rhem rain 
from heaven, and fruitful Seaſons; filling 
their hearts with food and gladneſs, A&s 14. 
17. Andthongh the coming of Chriſt in the 
fleſh, thae he might reconcile borh Jew and 
Gentile unto: God in one Body by the Croſs, 
Ephbeſ. 2. 16. And that the Cite ſhonld be 
Fellow-Heirs with the Jews of the ſame Body, 
and partakers together of the Promiſes -of 
Chriſt by the Goſpel, was a Notion that had 
been for ſome time buried in the dark vault of 
Nature's Ruines, and long obſcured under 
the thick veil of Mofes's Law, and by the dark 
ſayingsof the Prophets concerning Chriſt, (6 
as St. Paul, in his Epiſtles to the Epheſians 
and Coloſſi zans, Epbeſ. 3 4,5. Coloſſ. x. 26. 
calls ita Myſtery which hath been hid from 
Ages and Generations : And St. Peter, the 
Miniſter of the Circumciſion and great A- 
poſtle of the Jews, was firſt warranted' by a 
Viſion from Heaven, A&s 10. 28. before he 
would acknowledge any Crace of God to the 


Gentiles; 3 yet: what was formerly drawn by a 
dark. 
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dark Coal or Pencil,is now written with a Sun- 
beam; and there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek, Rom. 10. 12. God can be 
merciful without being partial, juſt wichout 
being cruel,and cruly great without deſigning 
Irreſpecively the far greateſt partof Mankind, 
for theTrophies of his Power,in an eternal mi- 
ſery : For, as it follows in the ſame Text, the 
ſame Lord over all,is rich unto all that call u 
on him. God is equally related unto Mankind 
as the ſame Lord, he is the God of the ſpirits 
of all fleth, Heb. 12.9. And hath made of one 
Blood all Nations of men, to dwell on all the 
face of the carth; and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habirations : AGs 17. 26. His Hands 
faſhioned Eſau as well as Jacob; and conſe- 
quenely obliges bis love and care in truth, 
though not in degree for both : ſo that thoſe 
words, Ron. 9. 13. Facob have I loved, and 
Eſax have | hated, reſpe& not the perſons of 
Eſau and Facob, but their Poſterities ;. as is e- 
vident to all unprejudiced minds, from that 
place of the Prophet Malachi, 1. 1, 2, 3. .re- 
ſerred to by the Apoſtle ; the words are, The 
barden of the Word of the Lord to Iſrael by 
Malachi ;, 1 have .loved you, ſaith the Lord, 
: yet 
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yet ye ſay, wherein haſt thou Toved us? Was 
not Eſau Facob's Brother, ſaith the Lord? yer 
Eloved Facob, and hared Eſar; and Jaid his 
Mountains & his Heritage waſte for the Dra- 
gons of the Wilderneſs, @c. So rhat the true 
meaning of the expreſſions, Facob have l loy- 
ed, and Eſau have | hated, is comparative and 
gradual with reſpect only to grace and favour, 
and not at all to il] will or hare ; and may be 
rendred, Facob have | preferred in my favour 
before Eſau, in giving his Poſterity the good 
Land of Canaen, and that of Eſau's the bar- 
ren Monntatns. And that theſe expreſſions 
were thus uſually underſtood amongſt the 
Fews, 'ts evident by thuſe words of the ſame 
Diale& of our Saviour's, Luke, 14. 26. If a- 
ny man come come, and hate not his Father 
apvd Morther, and his own life ; Where Hace-. 
cannot refer to i}|-will properly, but to a leſs 
degree of love; unleſs we can fuppole our Sa- 
viour to cancel the bonds of natural afteinn,, 
and extinguiſh the common Principles of Na- 
ture: And although our common reJation un- 
ro God, introduce no Anabapriftical parity or 
community in bis favours, but Jacob: have | 
loved, and Efan have FE hatred ; yer it maincains: 
his good witl cowards all, and fecures every 
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man from bcing miſerable, that with. hearty. 
repentance and true faith curn unto him. And 
this is a repreſentation worthy of God and 
Chriſt, worthy the infinite goodneſs and 
grace of God, who is not ſtraitned by ſaving 
a few or many, asif he could fave no more 
who is able to ſave unto the utmoſt all that 
come unto. him in Jeſus Chriſt : for he is a- 
Fountain of Living Water, and can quench 
the thirſt of all men and creatures without 
drawing himſelf dry ; his goodneſs, like the 
Sun,enlightens every Star,and influences every 
Plant, without abatement of his own vertue 
or light; he is the true Moſes's Buſh, that 
burns without waſte, warms and enlivenseve- 
ry thing without conſuming or impairing. his 
own heat or beams : and itis alighe ching:for 
him (that is, an undervaluing of his Power and 
Goodneſs) as he (aich by his Prophet Iſaiah, 
to raiſe up the Tribes of Facob,. and reſtore 
the preſerved of Iſrael; therefore have Lgiv- 
en him (that is, Chriſt) that he mighe be for 
Salvation unto the ends of the Earth : and as 
they do but eclipſe. the-glory of .the Sun in the 
Ficmament,.' who reſteainihis lighe and influ- 
ence te:ſome few Regions and Countreys, and 
extendthem not fromche-rifing, to the going 
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down of the ſame; ſo do they the Riches of 
the Grace of God, who confine it to a' few, 
and extend it nor'to Mankind. Iris allo no 
" leſs worthy of the infinite Merit of the Sati(- 

faQtion'of Chriſt ; who, by his own Oblaciori 

of himſelf once offered apon the Croſs, made 
a full, perfe& and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblati- 
on and SatisfaQion, for the fins of the whole 
world; andcan we deem without ſcandal and 
imputation- to his SatisfaGtion, the 'Meric of 
our Second Adam leſs powerful to redeem, 
than the guile of the Firſt Adam was to capti- 
vate and enthral? So that as by the offence 
of one Judgment came upon all men to Con- 
demnation 3 ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, 
the' free Gife is come-upon all men to Ca 
cation of life,” Rome. 5. 18. 

 And' as' for that ObjeGtion, Rowr. g. 18. 
For who'hath refifted his Will: If God's Will: 
muſt be accompliſhed, and God hath willed 
the Salyation'of all men by Jeſus Chriſt, how 
comes'it'to 'paſs that any periſh ? 
Be it confidered for anſwer hereunto, That 

| God hath willed'the Salvarion of all men by - 
Jeſus Chrift, chrough the Conditions of Faith 
and Repentatice ; ; and ſo his Will-is unreſiſt-- 


ed In all that are faved, _ in all chac periſh. / 
Chiiſt 
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Chriſt died, by the Will of God, for all.thae 
believe and. repeat; bugallchar belicye nas, 
bur remain. impenitens, - periſh everlaſtioghy ; 
which is the faulc af their own impenitence 
and inkdcelicy, ve! Nor Ca ay Faich. ar 
Inkdelity wake the Will of Gad of nacf&& ;; 
and ſuch is ghe. cogcurnence of Ged's Grace 
with every wan's Will, wha works in us to 
will and to da. of His. qwn good pleaſtce,, 
whereby every maprway, tf he will, work aut 
his own Salvagian. with fear and erewbling ; 2 
noC can QUE acceprance-ar refuſal of his. Grace 
. prejudice or leficn bis good Will; the neg 
 Te&or cantumely of the Patient, canngr. ſly 
derogate from. the kindae(s of the Phyfician, 
as Sovereignty of the. Remedy 3. nor are the 
Riches of God's Grace lef6-1n Eelnrs + 
_ thoughmulgrudes e pooc only 

they will nog, ee wha Ang Sa 
the Savique of alt men, though, eſpecially 0 
aually only of them that believe, ata pol 
s not really willing that any ſhould. periſh »but 
razher thaz all, ſhould, comp.in iiaenranee 5 
his Nacure and, Praperty s.al ways:to-have mer-: 
cy,;and ta fargine al thatbelieve and-nepent. ; 
and be is unnitliogly compelled; ta: defiray: 
aha EONS an. Unkbelieving : 3, and be 
thicky. | 
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thirſty afret av manyblood, who hach' grant- 
ed unto al Repettance ane Life; and his 

ways are equal, -who leaves every man to in- 
hers bis own Choice; and: renders to every 
an'nccorditig x6 his” wotks; 'without refpeRt 
of perſons which i ſs the next: Partictlar to 


be diſcuſſed. 
ws h Mercy add Free Crace admir- 
tedlapfed Mabkind to Condididns of Recon. 
lation and Reftieation by Jeſa>Chtiſt;yer Ju- 
Kive'txaGs the performance of thoſe condiri- 
ofts, atid accordingly diftribures Rewards and 
Puniſhinents':” for the Grace of God's 2 Cv» 
veriant' of Grace, zrida Covenatit Without 
Condition ,' ts a Contradiftion ; ant! unlefs 
the Odtidicions home Cat ic reaſbng- 
| MMHG be atiy fores or 
tion,” '- Arid i this xde- 
vents dealing of God, ' he re- 
arr the tiferie bf che Oþ Opp þ peratim, of 
or thing ddnte dy'1i9 ,; 'bue- Equiry and Tu- 
ceo MalwerPronAleand Ubvthatit ; who 


hark ARMIHIRG arewvardinfiditely exceeding 
the Meneof +#h&Obedience re - either 
1s 6 conidipe from! th  confidera- 
rien of the' Work wrought; which is bur a 
juſt commpſiance with the Will of our Lawful 

; C 2 SOVEs 


(C20). 


Sovercign,: who hath [Power of Right to 1mM- 
pole, . andir is bur our duty: to obey ;--ſo that 
when we have done all, we are but unprofita- 
| ble Servants,” becauſe we-have:done no more 
chan was opr, duty ;to perform ; and, whatever 
is of duty, implics no reward as of Deſert or 
Merit, but ofly from that Grace which hath 
annexcd a reward to our duty, to make it our 
intereſt to, obey.; Se. that ic is a righteous 
thing with Gad, to reward and crown our 
obedience to: his Laws in Chriſt (whence 
called. a. Crown of Righteouſneſs) not for 
the Righteouſncſs of our, Work, . bur his 
own Promilc ; indeed, : what is there in-us or 
our ſervices, worthy that Ecernal Happineſs 
which he . hath promiſed,. as. the reward. of 
_ of his Grace to a fincere. Repentance, fince 
pk the Willand the Necd.is from his Grace, 
woo. works tn us to will and :to.do, of his own 
| d pleaſure, (he: 2: 13 So thatafter we, 
through God þ, bas og.fdone.the will of God ; 
whar remains fo Go, to-reward.in.ns, but his 
awn Gifts and: Graces 2. efvc,. :who renders. to 
6yery, manaccording eo, though PET, his 
;, apdwich.hjm js no. reſpeR of, perſons. 
Evi cnt with. reſpe@ , . 1. .To;the' Perfedi- 
an. of ble] Nature 5 who | is free from all ſuch - 
ET | DefeQs. 


DefeRs:and ImperfeCtions, as are incident to - 
Humane Natures ; whereby Judgmentisoften 
- turned into Call,and-Righteouſneſsinco Hem- 
lock, the Wicked are juſtified, and the Righ- 
teous condemned, (both which are alike Abo- 
mination to the Lord,) and Juſtice frequent- 
ly impartially adminiſtred.in this Life. Thus 
Saul ſpared Agag, and the beſt of the Spoil of 
the Amalekices, when he ſhould have deſtroy- 
ed them all, ontof Covetouſneſs, or Cowar- 
diſe, or both, 1 Sam. 15. 8. Thus El; flight- 
ly reproved his Sons, when he ſhould have re- 
compenced their fin with death (which was 
great before the Lord) through narural fond- 
neſs, 1 Sam. 2.23- But God is free from all 
ſuch Weakneſſes and ImperfeQions,and there- 
fore with him 1s no reſpeQ of perſons : which 
will yet more evidently appear,with reſped to. 
the Immutability of his Will; who is not asa 
Man, that he ſhould change, or as the Son of 
_- Man, that he ſhould repent ; God is free from 
all ſuch grounds and cauſes, as render Humane 
Wills ſubjze@ to alteration, as Ignorance and: 
Impotence. Men often change their Wills 
' for want of diſcretion to chuſe no better, and 
for want of a preſent clear diſcerning and in-. 
terview of things. Men are often forced ro. 
After-- 4 
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*  Aﬀter-games of Prudence, which is the pro» 
per Notion of Repentance ; but Gad hath an 

” Intuitive Knowledge, and ſees all things as 
* they are and ſhall bein rime fromall Ecer- 
nity. 0 : oy: 

ew frequently change their wills whether 
they will or no : the Rational Faculty of the 
Soul is ſometimes captivated throngh force. 
and violence ; but who can reſiſt his Will, 
who-is Omnipotent, to whomall Nations are 
as the drop of a Bucket, and as the ſmall duſt 
of the Ballance?and the concurrent ſtrength of 
created Power, but as the Withs, wherewith 
the Philiſtines bound Sampſon ; as a Thred of 
Tow, when it toucheth the fire, ec. 

Andas for that ObjeQion which ſome urge 
againſt the Immutability of the Divine Will, 
from ſuch Scriptures as ſeem to aſcribe Repen- 
tance to God ; as, Foel, 2: 14. Fonah, 3. 10. 
Who knows if he may repent ?- be it confider- 
ed that the threatnings of God are conditio- 
nal; and when not expreſled, are ever imply-- 
ed, according to thar Maxime of the Propher 
4 4g 18.7, 8,9. At what inſtant I ſhall 
ipeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a: 
Kingdom ; 'to pluck up, and to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it : if that Nation, againſt 
by rs | whom- 


16 


2gaiaſt "whem. | have pronounced, turn from 


: thew evil, then [will cepentof the evil thas [ 


thawghe ta-do nuco them. So that it being 
the Immutable Will of Gad te repent of the 
Evil of Puniſhaenc upoa Man's repenting of 
the Evil of Sim; Peritere-cHt ſententian muta= 
Fe, ko repent. is but to change his Sentence, but 
aot the Wilk, the Will tit remaining with- 
out vatiableneſs, or ſhadow of turning : Andi 
the wamucability of bis WH eftabliffteth the 
tcuth of kis diſtributing Rewards and Puniſh 
ments, according to- every man's. work, with- 
ous reſpe& of perſons; and. that he regards not 
the Perſons of men, but the performance of 
theConditions, upen which be latch cſtabliſhed: 
the Covenant of onn Reconciliation and Hap- 
wines by Jeſas Chaiſt 


The proper Inferences now, from this Diſ- 
courſe arc, 

Firſt, Encouragement ;, and: Secondly, 
Camion- 

Firſt , Eneouragement for every man to: 
make good his [nceceſt in the Common Salya-- 
tian. :- Indeed; wha would-(weat in the Exer- 
 Cife of Grace, andbleed in- Conflit with: Sin,, 
if, afecr he betk dence the Vil: of God, he 


maſh 
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muſt remain-uncertain whether he ſhall inheric 
the Promiſe. This is that detains the Devils 
in Impenitence , who. believe and tremble , 
Tamer, 2. 19. becauſe they are reſerved in e- 
verlaſting Chains under Darkneſs, to the 


Judgment of the Laſt Day, Fnde, 6. But 
though Chriſt took not on him the Nature of 


Angels, he hath of the Seed of Abraham; and 


all that do the Works of Abraham, are the 
Children of Abraham, and Heirs according to' 


the Promiſe. Then let no manſay with thoſe 
in Feremy, 18. 12. There is no hope, but we 
will walk after our own devices, and every 
man do the imagination of his evil heart : But 
let the Wicked forſake his way, and the Un- 
Tighteous man his choughes; and turn -unto' 
God, for he is gracious; 'and-unto our God,. 
for he will abundantly pardon : And let every 
man work out his ownSalvation with fear and 
trembling ; leſt a Promiſe being left, any man 

ſeem to come ſhort of it, exc. F-1-1 
Secondly, Cantion : 1 Pet. r. 17. Since we. 
call on the Father ; who, without reſpe&-of 
perſons, zudgeth according to every - man's 
work, to paſs the time of our ſojourning here 
in fear; and repoſe no more-confidence of ſe-- 
curity from Succeſſion from Hely men, than. 
ED as 


— 
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(25) 
asweare followers of their Faith and Virtues; 
nor in the tri} and zealous performance of 
all infticuted Kighreouſneſs and poficive Laws, 
then as they are produdtive of the main end of 
purifying our hearts by faith; renewing us 


inthe Spirit of our minds, and cloathing us 


with that New Man, which after God, is cre» 
ated in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; and 
the end of the Commandment is Charity, out 
of a pure heare, and of a good Conſcience, 
and Faith unfeigned, 1Tim.1.5. And, as it fol- 
lows, the Law (that is,Poſitive Law is not for a 
righteque man, in whom the Law of Nature 
lives; and can perform the me 73 ws, the Di- 
aces of it, withoue the help of outward Laws: 
for the defign of all inſticuted Righteouſneſs, 
and poſitive Laws, is but to conform us to the 
Duries and Obligations of the Law.of Moral 
Righceauſneſs; and all obedience to them is 
no farther acceptable, than as it. is inſtrumen- 
tal and (crviceable to that great purpoſe. And 
God is ſa far fram being pleaſed with the per- 
formance of Inſticuted Righteouſne(s in the 
guile of Immaralities,: as it is the great aggra- 


ation of his difpleaſure and indignation ; I- 
' ſa. 1. it. To what purpoleis the multcitudeof 


Four Sacrifices? bring no more vain. ObJatie 
| Ons 


C26). 

ons, your hands are full of blood : Tſaiab, E6: 
3- He chat kills an Ox, is as if he ſſewa Man; 
he that facrificeth a Lamb, as if he cur off a 
Dog's neck ;. he that offers an Oblation, as if 
he offered Swine's blood ; he that burneth In- 
cenſe, as if he bleſſed an Idol; (whilſt they 
have choſen their own ways, and their ſouls 
delight in thetr Abominations, es. And 
what-ever Veneration theſe righteous men in 
the Text had for themſelves, for tything Mint, 
'Annice, and Cummin ; bur negleQing the 
weightier things of the Law, Judgmene, Mer- 
cy and Faith:; for making clean the outſide of 
the Cup and Platter, remaining within full of 
Extortion and Exceſs; making long Prayers 
to devour Widows Houſes : Our Saviour e- 
ſeems no better of: them than whited Se- 
pulchres, which appear beautiful to the. eye; 
bat within are full of rottenneſs and dead 
 men's-bones :: Jet onrcare be then+to-be real- 
ly: what we appear;. not having'a Form of 
Godlineſs, denying the Power :: and let eve- 
ry man that names the Name of Chriſt, de- 
part from all Iniquiey;. for bodily Exerciſe 
profits little, but Godlineſs hath-the- Promiſ 
af this life, and that that is to come. ' © 
- This is thac Law of Perfe&ion + which it is 

"a the. 
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| ' che. defi i2n of all poſitive Laws to advance and 
| propagate, ' as the Promulgation of the Deca- 


logue, and the Inſticution of the Goſpel; 
whichis ſo far from being a relaxation co Moral 
Duty, as it is the greateſt help and obligation 
to promote it, upon a twofold account; 

. Firſt, As the moſt clear and manifeſt Reve- 
Jation of Truth ; 3 The Law came by Moſes, 
but Grace and Truth by Jeſus Chriſt : The 
Law was Truth in obſcure Types and Sha- 
dows, but the Goſpel is Truth in its own I- 
mage and Likeneſs : and the clearer and more 
manifeſtly any Law is promulged, the greater 
and more forcible is ics Obligation ; 3 Afts, 17. 

5. The timeof this ignorance God winked 
at, but now he commands all men every where 
to repent. 

Secondly, As the moſt clear evidence of 
the truth and certainty of a future life after 
this, the main Argument of the Goſpel being 
the truth and certainty of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt from the dead; in. the truth and ſub- 


ſtance of Humane Nature, and in the Circum- 


ſtances of Life and Immortality, to die no 
more 3 2 Tim. 1. 9: Who hath: aboliſhed 
Death,. and brought Life and Immortality to 


light through the Goſpel. The Summary 
D 2 Article 
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' Article of which is to co 


God hath raiſed him from the dead, Row. 10. 
10. 'God hath bcen pleaſed ro-give many in- 


Rances'of his Power, in raiſing the Dead by- 


his Prophets under the Law, and by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles under the Goſpel ; whichare 
ſtrong Inferences of the poſlibility of aReſur.. 
reQtion : bur becauſe all that wereraiſed from 
the dead (till Chriſt) dyed again, and he only 
lives to die no more. His being ſo raiſed 1s 
the only aſſurance, as the Firſt Fraits of a full 
Harveſt of a future ReſurreQion-and Judp- 
, ment; when every man fhall rife again with 
his own Body, to receive accarding to what he 
hath done in the Fleſh, whether good or e- 
vil : and the belief of this is the moſt. (iff noe 
only) powerful Motive to Moral Goodneſs, 
for if there be no ReſurreQion, it a Natural 
Inference, Lee us eat and drink, for to mor- 
row wedie. Butif there be a Reſurreftion, 
it is Equally rational to infer: herein tee us 
exercHeout ſelves continually, eo have always 
a Conſcience void of offence. towards God, 
and towards man. . The Jews were generally 
governed by the hope and fear of Reward and 
Punthment only in this life 3 and generally 

| looks» 


the Lord'Jeſus, and believe in our hearts that _ 
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oked for Temporal Meſſiah, to deliver them 


dy ; From the bondage of the Roman Tyranny, 


and to give them great temporal Peace and 
Proſperity : and becauſe Chriſt came jn the 
weakneſs and poverty of a Servant, and they 
expected him io the pomp and power of a 
Sovereign, they owned him not for their Meſ- 

ab, but 'to this day look for another; the 
which their Errours and Mif; pririons, were the 
Genuine Off-ſpring of their ignorance and 
uncertainty of a Future State. And the Sad- 
ducees, a great and learned Party amongſt 
them, ſaid there is no Reſurrection, neither 
Angel nor Spirit. And though the Gentiles (ar 
leaſt ſome of their wiſe men and Philoſophers) 
afſerted and believed the Immortality of the 
Soul, yet they were all uncertain, if not alco- 
vether i {n unbelief, of the ReſurreRion of the 
Body : that thefe Mola's of fleſh and blood 
fhould put on Incorruption, and be cloathcd 
with Immortality ; which is the only clear Re- 
velation of the Goſpel, and the muſt power- 
ful Argument to all the Duties and Obligati- 


* onsof Moral Righeeouſnels, 2 INC 


The Jews wenr into. Captivity nnder Shi 


fock King of Egypt, and (NebuchadnezzarKing 


- Babel: ; and at laft; were deſolate under Fi- 
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tus and Featicn: with = 0 of the 
Lord in their mouths, and the fign of Cir- 
cumciſion in their fleſh, and 4brabay: to their 
Father. , And if God ſpared not the Natural 
Branches, it is fair warning to the Wild Olives 
graftedin not to be high minded, but fear ; noc 
ro truſt to the outward Privileges of the due 


Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments, 


or external obedience to Inſtituted Righteouſ. 
nels, and. poſit itve. Laws, without cleanſin 

themſelves from all filchineſs of Fleſh and Spi- 
-rit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of God ; for 
its not that that goes in, but that that comes 
out, that defiles a man : Good: and Evil. pro- 
perly conſiſts not-in the external a& and ope- 


ration of the Body, but in the: inward habic 


and diſpoſition of the mind ;. whence it is, that 
 lave is the fulfilling of the Law 3 and conſe- 
quently, Hate, the tranſgreſſion of it : fo that 
' he that loves his Neighbour as himſelf, is his 
preſeryer 3 and he char hates him in his heacr, 
is. his murtherer.z though neither ever have 


power or opportunity aftuallay either to ſave 


' or todeſtroy. Charity is not properly to re- 
xclieve.them that want, bugto love Godabove 


all, and; our.,Neighbour- a4-our ſelves; nor 


NO OE:* every dying;! but dying for the 


love 
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| 2 2 PRION 
| love of God and Truth; 1 Cor. 13. 3. And 
though 1 beſtow allmy goods to feed che poor, 
i. and thongh I give my body to be burned, and 
- have nor Charity, it profiteth me nothing : 
Foh. 4. 24. Godis a Spirit, and they that wor- 
* ſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth-:- Optimus animes pulcherrimus Dei cul- 
tus, Seneca; He worfhips God beſt, who bath 
the beft mind. God bears reſpe@ to Abel and 
to his Offertng. That Holocauſt and Obla- 
tion which ſnokes from the Altar of a doyor- 
ed heart toGod (for the Altar ſanGifies the 
.2 Gifc) bears our acceptable Odour ; otherwiſe 
we are but like Vaults, that found merely from 
their hollowneſs, ec. 

External Profeſſion of the beſt Religion;. 
Outward Communion with the beſt-Church, 
ſach as the Jewiſh once was, and the Chriſtian 
now is; cannot ſecure or privilege from the 
ſtorms of Divine Vengeance, without the true 

e| belief, and: neceſſary praftice-of Truth and 
Holimels; ec. | RR 
And fincewe liave the Profeſſion of the 
beſt Religion, and live in Communion with. 
_ oneof the beſtChurches this day in the world 

(which happineſsGod'granc us long to enjoy, 

under the proteQton, and'iin the long life and 

| proſperity: 


*: 
4 CA hes 
OT ns 3 
> hy , s CPULEAL SEC 

” »- © de” 5.4 

2 = +0 
p Wt! 
, 
. — 
- 
; 


 prafee Hnof.o our ot 4 and graciout® 4 I 2 
SovFeign) (and way it ever be the Bleſſing ro * 


therein we may cffeGually fave our ſoulsfrom 

death, and hide the mylticude of our fins:may it 

pleaſe God ſo toafliſt us with his Grace, as thiat 

in che firm belief of all her Principles,&in the 

uniform prattice of all her Duties and Obliga- 

tions. we may lead quiet: and peaceable lives in 
all Godlinefs apd Honeſty;that being holy,and 
humble, and nndefiled, the Children of God 
without rebuke, we may at laſt, together with 
all thoſe that are departed this world in the 
tne. Faith, and fear of God, be made partak- 
ers of the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
Jeſgs* To whom, with the Father, andthe 
"Holy Spirit ; three paltry and one God, .of 
the ſqme Subſtance, Power and Erernity ; be 

given of us, all Angels, all Men, andall Crea» 

tures,. all;poſſible-Honour and Glory, Praiſe 

and Dominion, Power and Thapk(giving , 

Fear, Adoration and Cog now and for 


ever Amen. 


us, and our Poſteriries for all Generations)that h ; p4 


